
 DARREN SOTO 
9TH DISTRICT, FLORIDA 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
2353 RAYBURN HOB 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-9889 

KISSIMMEE DISTRICT OFFICE 
804 BRYAN STREET 

KISSIMMEE, FL 34741 
(407) 452-1171 

1F

Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515          

July 22, 2022          

Jessica Rosenworcel                              507
Chair 
Federal Communications Commission 
45 L Street NE 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chair Rosenworcel, 

Thank you for your leadership in working to 
expand broadband access to millions of Americans. 
Next-generation non-geostationary orbit (NGSO) 
satellite broadband is a key tool in helping to solve 
our national broadband divide, and I am grateful for 
your longstanding support for these capabilities. 
However, I am concerned by a pending proceeding 
(Docket 20-443, 
“Expanding Flexible Use of the 12.2-12.7 GHz 
Band”) at the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) that could disrupt critical service for millions 
of Americans, including across Florida, if 
implemented. This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(NPRM), which was initiated in the final days of the 
prior Administration, would overturn FCC’s existing, 
well-considered spectrum sharing arrangements for 
these frequencies, directly harming broadband users 
domestically and abroad.  Accordingly, I respectfully 
ask that you close this proceeding and decline to 
advance any proposals that would interfere with 
existing and planned satellite service. 

Next-generation satellite broadband represents a 
lifeline for many areas where traditional terrestrial 
and wireless options may be unavailable or 
unreliable, including Native American tribes and 
disadvantaged communities. Further, these systems 
are supporting U.S. national interests abroad by 
providing secure, rapid-response communications in 
Ukraine, Tonga, and other areas in crisis. The NPRM 
would put at risk this important work. Technical 
analyses show that 75 percent of current Starlink 
users will face a loss of service if the proposal is 
adopted, and this is just one provider of many using 
these frequencies today.1 A broad coalition of 
industry and community 
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stakeholders have also written in the docket 
highlighting concerns with this NRPM. And, even 
the petitioners asking for new rights in the 12 GHz 
band readily admit this harmful impact: 
“[C]oncurrent sharing of spectrum between co-
primary 5G and NGSO FSS operations is not viable 
in the 12 GHz Band.”2 The record is clear, and the 
proceeding should be closed.  

1 SpaceX Analysis of the Effect of Terrestrial Mobile Deployment on NGSO FSS Downlink Operations. Available at 
https://api.starlink.com/public-files/12GHzInterferenceStudy_062022.pdf 
2 Letter from Alison Minea to Marlene H. Dortch, IBFS File No. SAT-MOD-20180319-00022 and Docket No. RM-
11768, at 3 (Dec. 2, 2019). 
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Thank you for your attention to this important matter, and I look forward to our continued 
partnership. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Darren Soto 
Member of Congress 


